EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOUNDATATION
FALL 2018 GRANT APPLICATIONS
Sensory Hallway
Dodson: Amy Ahern and Lori Asher
With the expectations every day for elementary students, research indicates that students must
have breaks to allow the body to calm and reenergize to achieve focus on tasks. The sensory
hallway will be full of fine motor and gross motor activities. This hallway would include
sensory equipment designed to provide proprioceptive, tactile, and vestibular sensory input. The
materials will be mounted on the hallway walls and placed on the floor in a specific manner.
Amount requested: $1,520.28 Amount granted: $750.00
Trauma/Anxiety Recover Room
Liberty, Middle School Counseling Leslie Anderson and Sheila Weber
A significant increase in the number of students grappling with issues and concerns with their
social and emotional well-being, many of which are connected to anxiety and depression, has
been noted. Therapeutic supports will benefit all students. Support of this grant will help
develop a space for students to process, grieve, or seek comfort. Some of these supports include
a white noise sound machine, puzzles, stress relief balls, cards, books, etc.
Amount requested: $1,600
Amount granted: $750.00
The Mindful Reflection Room
Bird: Audrey Bauza and Catherine Williams
The reflection room will provide students the opportunity to review and reflect on their behavior
and how to repair any damage that was incurred. Activities in this room will concentrate on
developing a range of mindful practices which will enable children to repair any harm done,
interact positively, improve self- control, build empathy and self- awareness, and reduce stress.
Some of the activities include: lights and sound buzzers, Twister, sequins sewing fabric, yoga
activities, cards, books, etc.
Amount requested: $1,234.39 Amount granted: $750.00
Upstander
East: Counseling Samantha Ellis
Upstander is a program that works to end bullying by putting power in the hands of students.
There are 8 lessons total that facilitate the development of leadership qualities, critical thinking
skills, and bullying intervention. Facilitators will work with four groups of 30 students each year
for a total of 120 students per year. The program is consistent with the district goals of creating a
safe, inclusive learning environment for all students.
Amount requested: $2,500.00 Amount granted: $2,500.00

Cars That Can’t Crash
Plymouth: Science James Gell

The project is built around 1/10 scale electric radio- controlled cars, programmable
microcontrollers, ultrasonic range sensors, and infrared light sensors as a platform for students to
apply the concepts they are learning in the physics classroom. They will be using their physics
skills to solve real world problems associated with making autonomous and connected vehicles
that won’t collide with objects in their path.
Amount requested: $4,820.20 Amount granted: $4,820.20
Science from a Microscopic Perspective
Canton: Justina Kaye
This grant will allow biology students to study biology from a different and smaller perspective
which will allow them a more thorough understanding of how their bodies, as well as the bodies
of other organisms, function. Students have not been able to see or experience processes or
structures at the microscopic level. This grant will support the purchase of microscopes,
smartphone camera mounts, prepared microscope slides, and batteries.
Amount requested: $1,094.55 Amount granted: $1,094.55
Heart Rate Monitors
Liberty Physical Education: Molly Meeks and Mark Blomshield
This grant will provide funding for a heart rate monitor system. The system will assist with
physical education assessments and educate students on maximum and minimum heart rates,
recovery heart rates, and resting heart rate zones. The monitor system physically attaches to
each student’s forearm. Students are visually able to see how their heart responds to a variety of
exercises. This system will also allow teachers to load multiple classes and because there is a
storage unit, they can also monitor outside fitness opportunities.
Amount requested: $4,0603.84 Amount granted: $4,603.84
World History Free Voluntary Reading Library
Salem Social Studies: Ricky Styes
This grant will support a Free Voluntary Reading Library for World History classes. It will be
composed of young adult historical fiction books that students will be able to access during a tenminute daily FVR time at the beginning of every day. There will be a range of reading levels,
and the books will allow the students to learn culture, history, and a context for different places
and eras of history in an engaging and interesting way.
Amount requested: $2,729.93 Amount granted: $2,000.00
Liberty Middle School Science Olympiad
Liberty: James Hunter
The Science Olympiad is a national non-profit organization dedicated to improving the quality of
K-12 science education and creating a technologically literate workforce. The mission is to host
exciting competitive tournaments and professional development workshops that showcase
innovative STEM contents to students and teachers throughout the United States. This year
Liberty is in the process of completing their second team and plan to attend six invitationals.
Amount requested: $2,000.00 Amount granted: $1,000.00
Total Amount Granted: $18,268.59

